[Diphenylhydantoin-induced pure red cell aplasia after neurological surgery: report of two cases].
Pure red cell aplasia (PRCA) is characterized by severe anemia, reticulocytopenia, marked selective hypoplasia of the erythroid precursor cells in the bone marrow and normal peripheral leukocyte and platelet counts. We reported two cases of diphenylhydantoin (DPH)-induced PRCA after neurological surgery. They recovered completely with discontinuance of DPH therapy. Neurosurgeons should be aware of this side effect because most reported cases of PRCA have occurred about a few months after neurological surgery under general anaesthesia and DPH therapy.